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CASE STUDIES 

 
The objectives of the Longford Academy are twofold - to provide professional development for practising 
professionals in the field at highly significant places, and to assist the owners and managers at Woolmers 
and Brickendon to meet the complex challenges they face in conserving their universally-significant 
heritage. 
 
This year the course focuses on the relationship between significant fabric and significant contents — an 
issue in common with several of the structures at Woolmers and Brickendon.  
 
Four issues of immediate concern have been identified for group work in May.  
 

1. Case Study: House Stables at Brickendon 
2. Case Study: Gardner’s Cottage at Brickendon 
3. Case Study: Drawing Room at Woolmers 
4. Case Study: Entry Portico at Woolmers 

 
These issues will be examined, discussed and, to the extent that it would be possible in a short time 
frame, resolved. They will be the focus of group work in which the course participants will undertake a 
recording exercise to gather information; analysis to identify and map the condition and possible causes 
of deterioration; and group workshop and discussion of appropriate conservation actions.  
 
Case Study 1: House Stables at Brickendon 
 
The stables is a mid-nineteenth century conventional timber structure with a mono-pitch metal roof across 
the depth of the main stables and tack rooms and extending over a rear ‘verandah’. The front of the 
building which faces the stables courtyard and adjoins the Georgian brick 1830s coach house is plain with 
weatherboard cladding with no eaves or awnings to protect the openings.  
 
Over the years the ground levels have built up in the courtyard and at the rear. There is clear evidence of 
deterioration due to ground moisture. Furthermore, the lack of adequate maintenance combined with 
some poorly conceived changes to accommodate modern agricultural equipment has given rise to 
structural failures and roof water ingress in places. 
 
The structure has been examined by structural engineers but at this point in time there is no specification 
for conservation works to the stables. However, it is reasonable to assume that if works are not 
undertaken in the near future the structure could be lost. 
 
The aim of the group activity is to record the structure fully, by measured drawings, recording of key 
structural details and condition, analysis of deterioration and by planning for conservation works. 
 
Case Study 2: Gardner’s Cottage at Brickendon 
 
The former Gardner’s Cottage is a 1840s conventional brick three-room cottage with a metal-tiled hipped 
roof and lean-to front verandah. The cottage is fitted out with authentic and re-cycled elements and 
furnished with some early colonial pieces. 
 
In the late 1980s the cottage was restored from a near ruin using materials and techniques that are now 
known to be contributing to deterioration of the fragile masonry. The cottage had fallen into disrepair and 
was partially unroofed prior to the restoration. Now, following more than twenty years of holiday letting, it 
is in need of substantial conservation work. 
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The aim of the group activity is to record the structure by measured drawings, recording its condition, 
analyse it and plan for conservation works. 
 
Case Study 3: Drawing Room at Woolmers 
 
The Drawing Room at Woolmers is a fully furnished room with fabric, finishes and furnishings dating to 
the first half of the nineteenth century. It features solid plastered walls and ceilings with papier mache 
ornamentation, fine polished joinery and original window and furniture upholstery. Structural cracking in 
the hallway wall is evidence of past movement. 
 
Today the drawing Room is presented to visitors as the authentic parlour of the Thomas Archers. The 
room is partially heated for the comfort of visitors and volunteer guides. The conditions are such that the 
upper walls and ceilings are discoloured with mildew. Dampness in the walls is causing staining and 
deterioration of the wallpapers and finishes. Works undertaken in the past to investigate and repair water 
damage in the front corner (adjoining the portico) are possibly contributing to further deterioration.   
 
The aim of the group activity is to record the room and its condition, analyse the condition and plan for 
conservation treatments. 
 
Case Study 4: Entry Portico at Woolmers 
 
The Portico at Woolmers is masonry and wood structure dating to the 1840s. It features solid plastered 
columns and entablature with evidence of original water-based coatings and modern finishes.  
 
The Portico is exhibiting evidence of deterioration relating to moisture (falling and rising). Dampness is 
causing salt damage and deterioration of surfaces.  
 
The aim of the group activity in May is to record and investigate the portico and its condition and the 
potential origins of the water and to analyse the issues, then to plan for conservation actions. 
 
The attached table provides details of the tasks and requirements for materials and equipment required 
for the group work.  
 
 
 
Donald Ellsmore 
Course convenor 
Convenor, Australasia Chapter 

 
apt.australasia@gmail.com  
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PLACE AND ISSUE Case Study 1: House Stables at Brickendon 
OUTLINE Mid 19C timber structure with a mono-pitch corrugated iron roof. Deterioration 

and water damage giving rise to structural failures 
TASKS Recording with measured drawings, recording of key details and condition, 

analysis of issues and planning for conservation works 
GROUP SITE WORK DETAILS 
# Description of Activity Materials and Equipment Check 
1 Measure and draw plan of by hand to scale Sketch pad, pencils, erasers, tape 

measure and range pole 
 

2 Prepare plan and key elevations drawn to 
scale 

Portable drawing board, set square, scale 
rule, paper, pens, pencils and erasers or 
laptop computer with drawing program 

 

3 Write up the description and condition of 
stables 

Paper, pen, digital camera and notebook 
computer 

 

4 Map evidence of deterioration with hand-drawn 
sketches and photographs. 

Sketch pad, pens, pencils, erasers and 
digital camera and tripod 

 

FOLLOW UP ACTION AND COMMITMENT 
# Description of Task Product Requirement Check 
1 Complete written description Written description with photographs in 

electronic format 
 

2 Completion of measured drawings Measured drawings in electronic format or 
originals in A3 format 

 

3 Recommendations for actions Written recommendations with illustrations 
in electronic format 

 

 
PLACE AND ISSUE Case Study 2: Gardner’s Cottage at Brickendon 
OUTLINE Early 19C brick cottage with pan tiled hipped roof and verandah, furnished with 

colonial items. Restored from ruin using inappropriate materials and techniques. 
In need of extensive conservation work 

TASKS Recording with measured drawings, recording condition, analysis of issues and 
planning for conservation works 

GROUP SITE WORK DETAILS 
# Description of Activity Materials and Equipment Check 
1 Measure and draw plan of by hand to scale Sketch pad, pencils, erasers, tape 

measure and range pole 
 

2 Prepare plan and key elevations drawn to 
scale 

Portable drawing board, set square, scale 
rule, paper, pens, pencils and erasers or 
laptop computer with drawing program 

 

3 Write up the description and condition of 
cottage 

Paper, pen, digital camera and notebook 
computer 

 

4 Map evidence of deterioration with hand-drawn 
sketches and photographs. 

Sketch pad, pens, pencils, erasers and 
digital camera and tripod (no flash) 

 

5 Investigate methods of paint removal Small quantities of strippers inc. D-Lam, 
methylene chloride, buckets, water etc 

 

6 Investigate methods of salt removal Small quantities of ‘Cocoon’, etc  
FOLLOW UP ACTION AND COMMITMENT 
# Description of Task Product Requirement Check 
1 Complete written description Written description with photographs in 

electronic format 
 

2 Completion of measured drawings Measured drawings in electronic format or 
originals in A3 format 

 

3 Recommendations for actions Written recommendations with illustrations 
in electronic format 
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PLACE AND ISSUE Case Study 3: Drawing Room at Woolmers 
OUTLINE Furnished 19C room featuring solid plastered walls and ceilings, papier mache 

ornamentation, polished joinery and original upholstery. Ceilings discoloured 
with mildew, dampness in walls, structural cracking, deterioration of wallpapers 
and finishes  

TASKS Recording of the room and its condition, analysis of structural and environmental 
issues and planning for conservation treatments 

GROUP SITE WORK DETAILS 
# Description of Activity Materials and Equipment Check 
1 Measure and draw plan of room by hand to 

scale 
Sketch pad, pencils, erasers, tape 
measure and range pole 

 

3 Write up the description and condition of room Paper, pen, digital camera and notebook 
computer 

 

4 Map evidence of deterioration with hand-drawn 
sketches and photographs. 

Sketch pad, pens, pencils, erasers and 
digital camera and tripod (no flash), 
moisture meter and microscope (hand 
held, digital and binocular) 

 

FOLLOW UP ACTION AND COMMITMENT 
# Description of Task Product Requirement Check 
1 Complete written description Written description with photographs in 

electronic format 
 

2 Completion of condition report Written report with photographs in 
electronic format 

 

3 Recommendations for actions Written recommendations with illustrations 
in electronic format 

 

 
PLACE AND ISSUE Case Study 4: Entry Portico at Woolmers 
OUTLINE Masonry, wood and metal structure dating to the 1840s, featuring solid plastered 

elements exhibiting evidence of deterioration due to water entry, salt damage 
and deterioration of the surfaces  

TASKS Recording of the portico and its condition, analysis of deterioration and planning 
for conservation treatments 

GROUP SITE WORK DETAILS 
# Description of Activity Materials and Equipment Check 
1 Measure and draw plan of portico by hand to 

scale 
Sketch pad, pencils, erasers, tape 
measure and range pole 

 

3 Write up the description and condition of 
portico 

Paper, pen, digital camera and notebook 
computer 

 

4 Map evidence of deterioration with hand-drawn 
sketches and photographs. 

Sketch pad, pens, pencils, erasers and 
digital camera and tripod (no flash) 

 

FOLLOW UP ACTION AND COMMITMENT 
# Description of Task Product Requirement Check 
1 Complete written description Written description with sketches, 

photographs in electronic format 
 

2 Completion of condition report Written report with sketches,  photographs 
in electronic format 

 

3 Recommendations for actions Written recommendations with illustrations 
in electronic format 

 

 


